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Freedom's Jubilee.

RY ELIJAH W, SNITH.

An Ode in Commemoration of the Ratification of
the Fifteenth Amendment.

Glory 10 God! for the struggle is ended,
Fought is the battle, the victory won ;
<till is the field where the armies contended,
Night's shadows fade before Freedow's bright
sun.

Jong had we waited, in sorrow and anguish,
Gloomy the future, and deep our desrair:
Vaiuly for Freedom’s dear boon did we languish,
Scorned were our pleadings, unanswered our
prayer.

Voice unto voice in the darkness was calling,
- Watchman, in mercy, O tell of the night;
Are there no tokens that Liberty's mornin

Ever shull dawn on our tear-burdened sight 7"

Aund, when the shadow was darkest and deepest,
No bright star's rays our crushed spint to
C‘l&r! a . -
W hat light bursteth forthlike the brilliant aurora,
What heaven-born music our raptured ears
hear?

“Tis the watch-fires of Freedom, from hill to hill
ﬂa.\'hiﬂg1
“Tie Liberty's chorus so loud and so strong,
“Tis the sword of the free 'gainst the tyrant’'s
blade clashing, y
While lake, vale, and mountain the echoes
prolong.

[ie the bright bow of promise! O blest be the
token
It gives Lto the eaptive, now trembling with joy,
That never again shall the tloods of Oppression
E’er cover the land and his freedom destroy.

(iod in His wrath to the nation hath spoken,
Lightnings have flashed and war's thunders
have rolled,
By His right hand have our fetters heen broken,
"And the dread knell of Oppression been tolled.

shout, O my people, for Liberty's mornin,
Gildeth the mountains, illumines the vales,
All the broad land with its glory adorning,
Biddingl you cease from your tears and your
wails,

We have a country now, and a bright guidon,
Studded with stars on our pathway to shine,

It was the lever that lifted the burden,
Filling our souls with emotions divine.

Dearly we love it, the Star Spangled Banner,
Proudly we'll follow it e’'en to death’s door,

(Guardian alike over cabin and manor,
Emblem of Freedom 10 us evermore.

Glory to God! for the struggle is ended,
Glory to God! for the victory won,
Honor to those who the Right have defended
Through the long years since the conflict
begun.

O, may the prayers of those ready to perish
Guard them from harm like a girdle of fire!
Deep in our hearts their good deeds we will

cherish,
And to deserve them we’ll Lver aspire.

(vod! at Thine altar in thanksgiving bending,
Grant that our eyes Thy great goodness may

see ;
0, may Tl;y light, while the temple’s veil rend-

ing,
Show, through its portals, the path of the Free.

COMMUNICATIONS.
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All Articles appearing under this head are Original,

Celebration of the Fifteenth
Amendment in Boston.

BY B. F. ROBERTS.

On Thursday last, the indications at early
morn told to those who were about, that some-
thing out of the ordinary course would be the
order of the day. Flags were thrown to the
breeze from the windows and roofs of many of
the dwellings of the colored inhabitants, and
kere and there in the locality of the * west-
end” could be seen pedestrians in full military
uniform, or attired in a manner to show that
preparations were speedily advancing to the
completion of a grand celebration. At about
ten o'clock, on the arrival of the morning
treins, the streets iu certain localities were
thronged by strangers, of all shades of color,
who came among us for the purpose of joining
in the celebration of theday. The procession,
under the marshalship of J. J. Smith, Esq., of
Boston, formed near the Public Garden, and was
composed of fall delegations from various so-
cieties, returned soldiers of the 54th and 55th
Massachusetts regiments and 5th cavalry, and
a respectable *‘ turn-out’ of colored navymen,
with a large number of civilians, representing
several cities and towns in the commonwealth ;
and at twelve o’clock started, under escort of
‘ Second Battalion Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia,” commanded by Major Gaul. This
battalion consists of two companies, “ Shaw
Guards,”” Co. A, Captain Watkins, Boston ;
** Schouler Guards,” Co. B, Captain Furlong,
New Bedford. The soldier-like appearance of
the military elicited cheers from the populace
in many places as they passed along the route,
snd much credit is due to Major Gaul as the
wan who =0 satisfactorily conducted the long
end tedious march.
sion was the * Hancock Association’ in car-
riages, under the marshalship of Samuel T.
Hancock—the carringe of its president, Rich-
ard S. Brown, Esq., a gentleman who has held
important positions in the Third Ward in this
city, (being once elected to the Common Coun-

c¢il by a majority of two votes, and cheated out |

of it by some of our weak-kneed pretended
friends.—for a long time a member of the
ward and city eommittee, and also Most Wor-
el Yoand Master of Prince Hall Grand
Luuge,) was drawn by four horses.  Another
prominent feature in the procession was the
delegation of citizens of Cambridge, under the
marshalship of JohnJ. Fatal, Exq., with Cary's
Corpet Band ; there were four or five carriages,
and about two hundred persons on foot. No
furmer procession in this or any other city has
ever turned out a better looking set of men
than this delegation from * Old Harvard.”

Flags were flying from the cupola of the State
House, sud ose bundred guns were fired at
uoon on Boston Common by order of his Excel-
lency Governor Claflin, who, with Secretary
Warcen afid Adjutant Ueneral Cunningham,
oceupied carriages in the procession. Colonel
Hallowel, of the 34th regiment, Major Fox, a
uumber of ecaptains and lieutenants, (including
two colored lieutenants—Trovter and Depree,)
marched at the bead of the returned soldiers.
While the truth that all things are vain, a cir-
cumstance occurred in the arrangement which
shiowed thyt— ™

‘* Each pleasure hath its poisou, t0o,
Aud every sweet its snare.”’

Aped colored citizens were on fout and fa-
tigued by the losg march, and somebody must
have been accountable for providing a carriage
exclusively for the distinguished Thos. Rowan,
the ex-naturalization agent, to thedisrespect of
old veterans who have spent nearly half & cen-
tury of their existence in our city, aud by their
«ifurts helped frame and sustain the party that
bas beeu 50 successfully instrumentsl in ac-
complishing this great event.

. of view, of their fame and estimation.

Prominent in the proces- |
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The procession was the largest that the col ' are bLut few moments loft £r

reaming.

pweans now chauted by forty millions of happy

ored people ever had in this part of the coun- Therefore, it is not stranee that we of to-day  Irecmen, and bear them on to ages yet unborn,

tor the dayand the event.

Everything was real.
3,000 persons in it.
At three o'clock the processiou arrived at
Faneuil Hall, where the President of the Day,
Charles Lenox Remond, made a congratulatory
address to the crowd, and was followed by Ed-
- ward G. Walker, Esq., of Charlestown; Robert
Morris, of Chelsea; William Lloyd Garrison,

There were upwards of

Boston, and others ; and, aft® the passage of
resolutions, the celebration ended with a grand
levee,

Thus the greatest day for the American black
man, in Boston, that history has ever recorded,
was Thursday, April 14, 1870. It can’t be
forgotten. '

—— _ —

ment that Distance
Lends.

BY GEO. RICE.

Well hast thou cried, departed Burke,

All chivalrous Romantic work
Is ended now and past.

That Iron age which some have thonght
Of mettle rather overwrought

Is now all ovcrcast.——ﬁod.

It is very seldom that the constant associa-
tions of 1if~ inspire reverence or admirat’ n.
In human society these qualities appear incon-
sistent with its requisite familiarity, while in
the exclusiveness of great men and scenes,
lies the greatest safeguard from a public point
It is
next to impossible to obtain a unanimously
impartial opinion of the men and topics of to-
day. The close associations, the thorough
knowledge of details, the strife of discordant
ideas, all serve to embrace and amplify a vari-
ety of opinions that time must develope into
facts, before great men, scemes, or topics
receive their just meed of approval or
censure. It was easier in the past than now

The Enchant

with majesty, and conceal the natural plaus
common to all. Then the public did not pos-
sess that accurate knowledge of general affairs

sively the censor of public matters, and lacked
that interesting oflspring of present journalizm,
the interviewing reporter. But History is a
skillful gardener; as time passes on she re-
moves from accomplished facts, the parasites
with which public opinion invests them, and
drapes them with the glamour of the past. The
present has too much of discernment and dis-
crimination for minor faults, to warrant us in
expecting a correct criticism of the men and
things of to-day. The present generation must
be content to build the structure that their pos-
terity will admire ; the objects to be apprecia-
ted, the facts for the archives of history must
stand the test of time’s rude fingers. We know
too much of the faults and foibles of to-day's
creations, simply because we helped build them.
When brought to face the surroundings and
evidences of antiquity divested of the additions
and effects of modern civilization, the power
of associations may then inspire admiration,
reverence and awe. But still this admira-
tion arises not so much from the proximity of
association, as from that famed enchantment
that distance lends. The material present is
but a reflex of the vaguely defined past. The
eye gazes upon the structures that have sur-
vived the ancients, while the mind sweeps away

ments of. We could become familiar with the
pyramids, with Pompey’s pillar, and the Par-
thenon, but never with the meén and scenes that
have fled, and left them as mere stepping
stones, by which our human footsteps ay as-

mystical past, conjures up scenes that live in
the annals of history, and the bosom of tradi-
tion.

The uncertain knowledge of remote days ap-
pears to be the only safeguard from that prac-
tical realism and dissecting character of mod-
ern ideas which are inclined to extract the
romance from everything. When Horace Smith
apostrophized the mummy, it is true he ad-
dressed its fleshless features. But he asks but
little of its own life’s pleasures, toils and trou-
bles. Helooks further than at the dark shriveled
form, and asks, if it had “ walked about in
Thebes streets ten thousand years ago,”

‘ When the Memnouium was in all its glory,
And time had not begun to overthrow

But these glimpses of mighty nations, these
webs of story and tradition, suffer greatly from
the associations of to-day. Modern civiliza-
tion is placing its own creations in all accessa-
ble places. Thesphinx looks down on new and
startling phases of human progress. The roar
and rumble of the locomotive profane the his-
toric precincts of the pyramids. A flood of
commercespeeds across the path where the tour-
ist, in once classic Greece, may seat himsell
comfortably in a railroad car, and ruminate
whilst rumbling over the wmonuments of de-
parted ages. The principles of modern science
possess few romauntic elements ; and we are not

regretting the strong practical tendencies of
the age. When visiting Lake Como, he (Rus-

the refuse of manufaeturing upon its banks.

he seemed paralyzed, and denounced with the
bitterest invectives one of the world’s great
civilizing powers.

But as the times drift away into the future,
their sharp realities become rounded and soft-
ened with the halo of romance. There is some-
thing in the perspective of ages that divests
great objects of the minor details and particu-
lars that cling to them during the active period
of their existence, leaving nothing to be stu-
| died and admired save the grand central figure
sublimity and grandeur. To it familiarity is
pollution. The secret of its existence lies in
the mystic illuminary influence that it inspires.
A close familiarity with the great men and
 scenes brings with it a closer insight of mo-
[ tives and structures. It is hardly to Le ques-
tioned that an inuer glance of great men's
- motives would not reveal hidden facts werthy
of more admiration than their known acts dis-
close, or that a deeper glimpse into the mys-
teries of nature would not discover scenes and
objects more grand and awe-insPiring than
those now known to exist. But science, in its
investigations, is very apt to consider the ol-
ject examined as a stepping stone, er secondary
means, by which some purpose of its own may
be accomplished, and in its zeal oversteps the
portals of poetic fancy, in search of prosaic
faot. The present is alwaye practical, never
‘more 80 thanp now; and in the swift march of
events, the rapid developments of science, there

demonstrated : and that is, the masse® of New |
England know, by ocular observation, that this | present, and from dhe hot hed
was no sham parade, no mock enthusiasm. | tione cull the ideal flowers of fancy

that we to-day display. The press was exclu- |

back to the men and times they are monu-

cend, whilst the imagination sweeping into the

Those temples, palaces, and piles stupendous,’”

surprised at hearing men as learned as Ruskin |

kin) found its waters clonded and black with

At this seeming desecration of the beautiful, |

itselfl. A magic circle surrounds the sphere of

| try; the weather was most beautiful —made ' are often found panginge from
One thing was fully | and st

]
]
|

lite's busy work,
ealing dreamy glimpses of the ideal times
of chivalry. To-day we must rrapple with the

s of others’ ¢crea-

il AR A=
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LY G. WASHINGTON, JR.

teading the future of the Awnerican in this
country~ with careful observation, you®™ will
see (with the progress of civilization) the

imprint of the Anglo-Saxon and of the

of the Highlands; Wendelj@Phillips, Esq., Of! Anglo-African indelibly stamped, Llendiing

|in graceful harmouy; in fact, the unity of

the two races will- have become so complete hy
constant associatian, socially and intellectually,
that there will be a similitude of color, and a
high order of intelligence peenliar to the

American of that day. This will be the se-

| quent of the admixture.

for greatness and grandeur to invest themselves |

The colored man of the present generation
has shown to the world, that he has the (uali-
ties which are essential elements of society, and |
which help so materially in making great na-
tions. He is now the master of his own des-

| tiny ; and it is for him to decide on the course

he will pursue in the advancement of the rom- |
ing generation to a happier condition. Judg- |
ing from his past, we are confident that his ut-
most endeavors will be exerted to educate them
to occupy a higher sphere in the community In |
which they live. i
Modern literature i receivine valuasble ae-
quisitions from the pens of eolored men : the
material of which is not superficial, but solid |
and instructive. The conceptions of these :
contributions are of a high order, and come of
them are from the minds of young gentlemen

| who would searcely be expected to have at- |

tained such a prominence in literary culture at

Jut it is useless t-‘!

OGur

| power

| save the pen of the historian.
| people have steadily emerged from obscurity |

| ting.

And when one hundred millions of f{reemen
shall seek o babitation under our heloved Con-
stitution, and shall lock with affection upon the
tlag of the Unioun, then shail * freedom have a
foothold, humanity a brave champion, and re
liglon an altar wherever oar bauneris placted.””
But the realization of this conception is in the
1f

we maintain just, high and noble institutions,

Ahaud and power of the present generation.

despise the wrong and love the right, fear God
and obey Ilis injunctions, our country will be
;lhul:dum‘_\‘ Llest I*_\' Him, who Lolds in His
hands the destinies of uations,

Our country will have no ** decline and fall ;~
but her ensign shall doat on every sea, and de-
monstrate in every land her greatness and her
But, upon the other haud, if we de-

! spige the teachings ol the great ~* I Am,”” and
follow the dictates of the ** Evil Oue,”” Awmer-

ica will lose its present greatness, sink into ob-
scurity, and leave nothing to tell of its glory
The Awmerican

to celebrity, from poverty to riches, and from
weak and powerless coloules to a great and
mighty republic. I'rom the landing of the Pil-

grim sires to the pvart e €od hag been !

working wonatrs i this, ous” Jeloved country.
To-day God deserves more praise than He can
receive from the lips of the crator or the pen
of the writer. May it be the aim of the peo-
ple ol the present generation to hand down to
posterity & Government stable and uncorrupt-
In view of the great responsibilities which
rest upon us, let all be mindful of their Quty.
Seeing that we have a country to enjoy, a Gov-
ernment to preserve, and liberties to transmit,
shall 22¢ by our actions destroy the happiness

of posterity ?

ed.

* Forbid it, all the powers above,
Forbid it, O thou God of love.”
-y - -

NMiatiers at the Hub

BY FRANK H. FLETCHER.

Thursday, the 14th instant, Boston celebrated
the ratification of the fifteenth amendment,
The weather was most propitious. The second
battalion, infantry, veterans of the colored Mas-
sachusetis regiments and of the navy, societies
and ecitizens fromn within fifty miles of’ Boston,
paraded from 12 to 34 o'clock. 'The display
was fine, and noted by local journals as credit-
able to the [Tub,  The march without halt was
exhaustive. Waving handkerchiefs and cheers
greeted us at poinYs on the march ; also, we
uoticed the piano-forte manufactory of McPhail
& Co. was prettily decorated. At Faneuil
flall, the terminus of the march, a public meet-
ing was held.
commitiee ol arrangements, introduced C. L.

Lewis Hayden, Fsq., chairman

lemond, Esq., President of the Day, and soon,
in turn, Rev. Mr. Grimes offered prayer. John
J. Smith, Feg., late of the Massachusetts Gene-
ral Court, wag Chiel Marshal of the Proces-
In the evening was a levee, addressed,
as was the former meeting, by local celebrities,
A poem, entitled the * Black Prophet,” a pro-
ductivn ol Uol. Holines, (but we are not aware
what book the gentleman® has written,) was
read by Prof. W. 11. Pope, of New York. An
after-part has succeeded ; but, everything con-
sidered. it may be defunct at this time of wri-
i Some remarks of Robert Morris, Ksq.,
construed as derogatory to the memory of Gov.
Andrew, called ont a rebuke from the late Ad-
jutant General Schouler.  On joining the 54th
Massachusetts I learned much of the matter to

siomn.

 which the extracts quoted by Gen. Schouler

refer. It is true that the paper which publishes
his letter does not contain any such references
in a synopsis of Mr. Morris’ speech at the levee,
and it is as probable as otherwise that they are
gratuities of reporters. Be this as it may, our
public speakers can better invest in profound
study thoughts they would devote to nseless

, flings, and keep ** exceisior " before their eyes.

On the other hand, they should be careful how
dirty hands are laid upon their reputations to

{ lift still more repugrant boedies to public no-
| tice.

In this case, one old-fashioned Whig
writes to another, and “another’ rejoices in
the opportunity. But I trust there are yet
colored men who can look with silent contempt
on the effort of a mun who, holding the promi-
nent office of Adjutant General of Massachu-
chetts, is obliged to retire hecause of his dis-
gusting intemperance, and who, at least, re-
guires character at the hands of a critic.

The affection known to politicsas long ses-
sions, oceasionally gets satirized.  One of our
Salem Representatives to General Court, Sam-
uel Culley, Esq., recently moved the considera-

i tion of a bill before the Touse shiould be post-
{ poned till the first Monday in June.

The wo-
tion was appreciated but voted down. A simi-
larity or the sume would be a coneise and effee-
tive substitute for Mr. Dawes’ appeal for Satur-
day work, perhaps.

Vet there used to be a philosophy to con-
firm the exceedingly deliberate manner in

- which Legislative bodies dispose of their work,

especially the great central One, —gather and
hold your strength at first to make the finish-
ing etroke ut last. Now this has been pretty
much the history of Legislative sessions. They
canter ol slowly and with eare, “*slowing up"”
about hall way, as if' steam had lowered, or
v -t has heen more probable, been transferred
toy srsonaledties.  But Sol’s heat impresses wn-
com, ortable upon the surrounding world and
bumg ity aond dim nisty visions of adjourn-

~sociations which bind us to our country. She j

' But America has outsiripped prond Rome, for
_her people hold unlimited sway over them-

so early an age, even before their collegiate
course is completed. But the world moves :

most unprecedented ; and we mav anticipate
from colored authors the produetion of a full, |

It is a shame on the American people, that [
talent like this, which is heing constantly ex- |
tyrant hand of prejudice.
linger over the past :—the future is before as,
required now, is the largest possibile scope and
an equal patronage: then it will he the fault |
posterity.

The races have been approaching each other r
reaching out to clasp hands in friendship. thus
closing the breach which has so lon: existed. -i
have rolled around, they will not be found
wrapped in the embrace of social as well as
knowing each other only as fellow countrymen, !
secing no shade of complexion, but reco mizing

These matured results will be caused by the
natural affectign of individuals, born on the
same sentiment ; by the remembrance of the
historic past ; by the memory of the thousands
in silent graves, and whose souls have passed
up to the throne of Him.who created them,
severance, and are fast taking hold on the sen-
sibilities of the moral public. Thus, the efforts
productive of snecess, that the friends of the ]
measures are feeling encouraged ; therefore we |
adoption of some of the moral reforms which are
so much needed. Such results, however, can-
must be the consequence of moral snasion : the
mind must be edueated up to that high tone of

v L 2
lect, and an appreciation af the (ualities given
to man by His maker.
can people is based upon their characteristics,
their wisdom, and the high moral tone which

e T

Country.
BY THOS. M¢ C. STEWART.
with our country, we are led to exclaim with |
the Psalmist, “He hath not dealt so with any
when the great and glorious intelligence of a |
new world discovered was but partially diffus-
the settlement of two colonics, untagonistic in
their principles, was effected in what is now
upon the banks of the James river in Virginia;
and the other in Massachusetts,—that gloriouns
ginia introduced a systern which ignored the
rights of a portion of the inhabitants, and de-
the laws of God, and to the rights of man, —a
system which proved detrimental to that colony, |
colony planted in Massachusetts established its
principles upon a jnst hasis, and finally proved |

Through those principles thus established, |
four millions of the men formerly degraded |
God that the time hascome when the citizens | ¢flect on the legislative imagination. But
of America, irrespective of color, can stand  When the Dispenser of light and heat, stamps
language of the poet : | when the crisp evening beach breezes are pre-

ferred in contragt to the suffocating atmosphere

80 are we moving, with an advance that is al
proportionate share of American literature. E
hibited, should have been suppressed by the |
and an opportunity of atonement :—all that is
of ourselves if we do not make & name for our |
for more than forty years: now we see them
Who will say, when the next forty vears shall |
polical equality, unbiased by prejudice, and |
each other as true Americans?

game soil, and in whose hearts is created the |
who for the nation’s life and glory, now sleep

Reforms are being agitated with much per- |
that are being put foward are (seemingly) so |
may look for increased exertion and a final
not be attained by any principle of force : hut
thought which assimilates to perfection of intel-

This hope of future greatness to the Ameri-
distinguishes _tl_wm.

In view of the mysterions dealings of God |
nation.”” When this country was in its infaney ; |
ed among the civilized nations of the world,
called the United States. One was planted
New England State. The one planted in Vir- |
graded them,—-a system which was contrary to
and also, in time, to the whole country. The
a blessirg to the people of the Union.
this day enjoy the rients of freemen.  Thank | went, “without form and void,” have sowme
upon a common platform, and exclaim in the | @/enableupon each shelter and prohibits shade,

“Glory to God on high ! Let pieans swell, |

A people’s joy to tell 1"’ | of rooms, the necessily as well as propriety, the
Strong are the ties and diversitied are the ge. | Penefit as well as reliel of adjournment, all at
once, as Carlyle says, **is clearly reflected
upou the wmirror of (UCongressional) intellect.
They arouse. What, warder ho! Haste, and
the attentive und iuterested public are aston-
ished and confused, (vory much as also when
they see lawyers fuctifully picture each other in
court and go out arm in arm) at the dispatch
of business which mingle 50 inexpressibly with
the event of the famed “closing hours,"

now holds up to the world u banuer upon which |
the noble principles of our Pilerim sires are !
written in letters of burnished gold. The sword |
was drawn by our ancestors to show the world |
that ““all men are created free and equal.” It/
was drawn by the men of this generation, and |
never sheathed until that wondrful declara-
tion was made the true and not the false senti- i
ment of this American people. Tmperial Rome | — '
became immortal from the unliiﬂitr_‘d sway t Fhe A‘_’:‘fr“e.'

which she held over the nations of her day. Translated from the German of C. M, Wicland
by Geo. B. Vasnoxy,

e -

¢

Sfagin | The Athenians have ever been a very gay and
.se]ves. Our cmm-try 4 . lt,'qh than a L:C:Itur_v' lively :c'_lll'al::,lnu:il according toall aumi:if;t.g, are
in the face of foreign invasions and of internal | o still.  Athenians, transplanted to lLonia,
wars, has become ** the most nopalous country | gained, under the lovely sky which overarched
of the Western Continent, and the most power- ! 31315 “gmre“l’mnpjﬁ"eg‘é‘“;g' ;‘: ‘Iiil“rﬁglndyn"}n%
g .m i wurk..” Unifke Imperial aﬁ,ov:h::'l Pf:i?fupt:;'nthe oarl.h,:'el::: :l.ze Iotili(;r:
Rome, her Government is controlled by the | Greeks the favorites of the Muses, Homer,
hamblest of the humble. But what intellec- | himself, was, in all probability, an Tonian.
tual and physical battles were fonght before | The erotic songs, the Milesian tales—the fore-
the cup of freedom was extended to every lip, | FUaReTs of our novels and romsnces—recog-

il | nized lonia as their fatherland. Alcseus, the
and the banner of the republic intrasted t0  Grecian Horace, the glowing Sappho, the sweet

every hand? Our children shall catch the l singer Anacreon, the intellectual Aspasia, the

-
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painter Apelles, were all from lonia
ereon, too, was by birth a Teian, and was
haps, a vouth of about eighteen i
Barnes has reckoned corrve tly.) when los
I'.l\\'-vnuhir}'nh-n migrated to Abdera. Hew
with them ; and. ! that he haid

left behind him his Iyre dedicated to the Loves,
he sang there his ode a Thracian
(the 615t in Barnes’ edition,) in which poem
there is a certain wild Thracian tone, that, by
a union with the lonic grace peculiar to his
songs, renders it perfectly unigue.

Now, who would not think that the Teians.
Athenian in origin, domesticated for a lons
tune in louia. fellow-citizens of an Auvaecreon,
would bave maintained also in Thrace the char
acter of a lively people? But, (svhatever the
cause miay have heen,) the contrary is beyond
question.  No sooner had the Telans become
Abderites. than they degenerated. Not thas
they wholly lost their vivaeity and became
blockheads, ns Juvenal has asserted.  Their vi
vacity only took an extraordinary turn, and
their imagimation got so far in advance of their
reason, that it was ever after utterly impossi-
ble for the latter faculty to overtake the former
one.

The Abderites ware never in want of ideas:
but their ideas seldom suited the oceasion in
which they employed them, or never camne until
the occasion had passed. They talked a great
deal, but always without thinking for a moment
what they ought fo say, or how they wished to
gay it. The naturdl consequence of this was,
that they seldom opened their mouths without
uttering an absurdity.  Unfortanately, this had
habit extended itse!f to their actions: for they
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commonly fasteacd the cage after the bird had |

flown. All this brought upon them the charge
of thoughtlessness; but experience proved,

that they never did any better, even upon ma- |

ture deliberation. If they were ever guilty of
doing anything in a very silly manner—a thing
which happened pretty often—it was because
they wished to do it too well ; and il ever they

held lone and earnest delfberation in their State
affairs, one could réadily divine, that, of all

possible resolutions, they would be sure to !

adopt the worst. For instance : It occurred
to them that a city like Abdera, ought, in all
reason, to have a beautiful fountain. It was

to be placed in the centre of their great mark- |

et-square, and for defraying its cost a new tax
was levied. 'They sent for a celebrated Athe-
nian sculptor to execute a piece of statuary,
which should represent the God of the Sea in
a chariot drawn by four sea-horses, and sar-
rounded by nymphs, tritons and dolphins.
These sea-horses and dolphins were to have a
quantity of water spouting from their nostrils.
But when everything was readyj it was found
that there was not water euougl{ in Abdera to
wet the nose of a single dolphin; and when
they set the fountain to playing, it seemed as if
all these sea-horses and dolphins were laboring
under an attack of the influenza. To prevent
being laughed at, they had the whole group
placed in their arsenal ; and whenever it was
shown to a stranger, the warden of that strong-
hold would complain in bebalf of the worship-
ful eity of Abdera, that so noble a work of art
had been rendered utterly useless by reason of
the stinginess of nature.

At azoother time, they purchased a very
beautiful Venus in ivory. which was esteemed
one of the master-pieces of Praxiteles, 1t was
about five feet high. and was to be placed on
an zltar consecrated to that goddess. Whenit

had arrived, all Abdera cried outin transport |

over the heauty of their Venus; for the Ab-
derites professed to e great connoisseurs and
enthusiastic admirers of Art. *lt is too beau-
tiful,” they exclaimed unanimously, **to be
placed in o low position. A master-piece.
which does the city so much honor, and which
has cost so dear, cannot be set up too kigh. 1t
must be the very first object to catch the eye ot
a stranger in entering Abdera.”” In accordance
with this lucky thougit,they perched this statue,
so insignificant in point of size,upon an obe-
lisk eighty feet in height; and although it was
then absolutely impossible to make out wheth-
er it was intended te represent a Venus, ora
Water-nymph, still they would persist in com-
pelling all strangers to admit, that they had
neyer seen anything more perfect.

It seems to us, that these instances are already
more than saflicient to show, that one woull
do no injustice to the Agderites by regarding
them as hot-headed feliows.  But we doubt,
whether any trait could be imagined that would
illustrate their character more clearly than
this : that, according to the testimony of Jus-
tinus, they suffered the frogs in and about their
city to get the upperhand to such an exteut.
that they were at length compelled to make
room for their croaking fellow-citizens, and re-

tire to another place under the protection of |

King Cassander, until the question between the
parties might be adjusted. This misfortune
did not happen to the Abderites without warn-
ing, A wise man whe chanced to be among
them, had told them long hefore, that matters
would finally come to that pass. The dificulty,
in fact, lay simply in the means by which they
sought to prevent the evil, although they could
never be brought to see this clearly.  What

ought to have completely opened their eyes to |

this point, was the fact, that, a very few months
after their departure from Abdera, a flock ol
cranes from the conniry about Mount Gerania

came and made such elean work of their frogs,

that, for a mile around the city, not a croaker
was left to hail the returning spring with his
! Koax! .

song of Drekeker! K
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Letter from Texas.

Gavrveston, April 18, 1870,
To the Editor of the New Era:
Last Tuesday night, at a meeting of the Re-
publican Association at the A. M. E. Clarch,

in Galveston, which afterwards resolved itsell’]

into @ wass meeting, it was resolve

a committee of ten to prepare for the demon-

I to ;lppuilil

stration on the following Saturday night in
honor of the admission of Texas into the Union, |
and of the ratification of the fifteenth amend-

ment. ¥ive of the committcemen were to bLe
Republicans, and five to be chosen from the
citizens without regard to party.
licans of the committee were S. 1. Russell,
chairman, A. H. Langholtz, Edward Creery,
Wright Cuney, and J. Q. Stevenson. The
citizens' committeemen were T. H. McMahan,

F. Flake, H. Stuart, W. Richardson, and J. . |

Massie. Owing to a disagreement on the part
of these last-named gentlemen, as to including
the ratification of the fifteenth amendment in
the celebration, they failed to act with the com-
mittee. The Republican members, justly think-
ing that the Democrats were not in a position
to demand the exclusion of the fifteenth amend-
ment from the rejoicing, and considering it the
important condition to the admission of Texas
into the Union, went ahead with their arrange-
ments, and perfected their programme. At ten
o'clock on Saturday, a large concourse of all |
ages and both sexes assembled at the A. M. I,
Church, and marched in procesgion to the west-

ern suburb of the city, headed by a splendid

colored band, uuder one of the most maguifi-

cent of banners, where a delightful pic-nic was

enjoyed. A number of fine speeches and excel- |
lent music enlivened the occasion. 'The din-
ners, in about thirty groups, were excellent, |
and the behavior of all the people was admira- |
ble. At six o’clock in the evening twenty-one

The Repuab- |
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Y aurs, truly, Ricwann NELSON
- ——rp—

Letter from Kentucky.
La Granae, Ky., Ma
T‘“ l‘:ff }"H';.’ ) \‘"_’. -‘-f.lf -\‘f-”” l"'-l“' .

Allow me space in your columns to make o

rch 28; 1870,

few remarks in rezard to the agricultural and !

i?!i".;'ui‘}ll state of this noble and beloved

connty of Oldham. 1 thank God thatsheliasgome |

¥ ;| .
out and shown herself, as she has done, 1 20

short a time as two vears, The colored people

are looking forwurd to the bright era when

they too, with the white man, can boast of |

their wealth, and say, that when the political
issues of the day, with the ballot box, are opened
to them, they wont be subjeet to the white
man to till his lands, or be turned off for votine

the Republican ticket ; but we pledge ourselves | .

to support that party which has brought ahout
the elective franchise; il we
forsake that party, that short will be our race
from the eradle to the grave.

The total amount of land owned hy the col-
ored people in this county is ahont five hun-
dred acres, valued at §25 per acre. A mumber
of colored men are tending farms on shares,
and the farmers are glad to get thom on such
terms as that.

and we know,

F |

L also feel happy in being able to state that

the mustard seed of education has been sown
in this county, and that we have been carrying
on & primary school here for three years, and
children are rapidly advancing in education,
and are studying as high as Ray’s Third Arith-
metic, Smith's Grammar, Dictionary, &e. Dur-
ing the long stay in La Grange there have been
about four hundred scholars in school. Of that
number, there have not beeneover fifty that
have left school withowt learning how to read ;
and of the four hundred, one hundred and fifiy
have lerned how to write letters and sign their
niames,
i We had a meeting of the U. B. I, a short
| time ago, and brief speeches were made in be-
| half of the New Era. We think that in
short time Oldham county cau lend it a hearty
support, hecause we konow that the Era s a
journal that will advocate the cause of a free
Government ; and how can we—-1 ask the ues-
tion—let such a journal as that die?

The speech of Senator Revels in the Senate
chamber, on the loth instant, has shaken the
very bases of the dominant party in Kentucky:
and the general talk on the streets is that they
did not know that the United States had a ne-
gro with brains enough te speak in the Con-

»
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cressional halls of tie nation,
I wm yours, very respectlully,
E. P. MaArzs.

———

Letter fTromn Lanesflield.

Laxpsrienp, Kansas, Apnl 1, 1870,
To the Editor of the New Fra:

Yon announced in the New Fraof Mareh 31,
that féur ner-
sons are in a Kentucky prison for the erime of
aiding slaves to get their freedom,

Can this be possible? They should be the
last to suffer the loss of liberty, under the cir-
cumstances ; seeing that this terrible desola-
tion has come upon them becanse of their de-

votion to the liberty of others.

Who could have dreamed that this punish-
| ment would have been protracted beyond the
| war,—and after their offerice ceased to bea
| crime against the State or Nation? and =0
' many years sinee, at that!
| Poor creatures! have they had nobody to
| think of and care for them?

i Where does the guilt of their imprisomment
! belong? Who is responsibe for this greatest
| of crimes ! and how is it to be atoned for 7 1
wonder, if their release depends npon the good
[ will of Garret Davis—and the flourish of red
! tape?

Has not the President power over the caso’
| Where is the eruel disability ?

Dear Sir, give the powers no rest, day or
night, until justice be done to these sufferers,
in good measure, heaped up and running over,
—not only in speedy liberation, but ample
damages for all the time they have suffered
| since the war ended.

I hope, the President will be in the case of
the Eastern king, who could not sleep until he
had done justice to Mordecas.—Esther, chap. 6.

Yours, e,
B. Matnias.
I P. 8. **As ye would that men should do unto
{ you, do ve even so unte them.”” Neither Pre-
' sident Grant, nor any member of Congress,
would accept of the punishment of the years
these persons fulliilled, since there was no rea-
son why they should suffer for all creation.

' a truly horrible incredii lity,

B. M.
i
The Day of Jubilee

Kxoxvinug, Tenx., April 22, 1870,
To the Edilor of the New Era:

of rejoicing in different cities: and we are
pleased to let you know that we are not bekind
othiers in showing our gratitude for this clori-
Gus event,

The citizens of Kknox and the adjoining coun-
ties met at Knoxville, Bast Tennessee, on the
20th inst., to celebrate the ratification of the

| lifteenth amendment.

1

tion of Dr.J. B. Young, chief marshal.
sistants—-H. Alexander, W. Mabry,
Simms, A. Scott, and H., Casper. The proces-
sion was as follows :

As-

Day. Thirty-six young misses, who represented
the States, and over whom the Goddess of Lib-
erty presided. ‘I'wenty-nine little boys in uni-
form, who represcented the twenty-nine States
that have ratified the fifteenth amendment.
Fire Department. Carriages. Citizens on foot.
Horsemen.

The procession formed before the eonrt-house
and marched down Main street to Iigh, up
Iligh to Asylum, up Asylum to Gay, down
Gay to Main, and thence to Methodist Hill.
The weather being inclement, the procession
returned to the court-house, where speeches
were delivered by Rev. G. W, L. Vere, Rev. J.
P. Jay, Rev. W. Howell, Rev, John Tate, Jas.
Mason, W. F. Yardly, Esq., and M. J. R
Gentle.

* Blow ye the trumpet, blow,”” was sung by

1
+
.

guns were fired by the revenue cuiter, Dela- [ members of the Le Vere and Winan’s schools,
ware, by order of the collector of the port, Col. ' followed by recitations, written for the ocen-
Nathan Patten. At night fully three thousand | sion, by some young men and misses.  Afger
people assembled at the court-house, after the | which the band enlivened the audience with
torch-light procession was over. Col. Patten
presided, and opened with a handsome speech. | The whole demonstration was good,
The people were then addressed by the fol- | speeches were brief and to the point,

G. T. Ruby, Judge 8. Dodge, Geo. P. Doug- ' the speeches were all good, perhaps none were
lags, Thomas Powell, Esq., 8. H. Russell, and | 50 pointed us the one delivered by G. W. Le

i
|
|
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esent he spoke, and of the
rejoicing, giving some laugh-
OF the future he drew a pie-
aril bright, that one conld al-
the past,” said he, ‘‘fellow
the first time that I can
proprietv—of the past, the
and g0 on, we will
but of the future, be-

*a power in this nation.”
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ware ; for to davw
The chout was good, and at its

close there were repeated cheers. 1 will not

speech throu

take up too much room, but will say, in con-
clusion, that we returned to our homes feeling
that heneelorth we are living in altogether »

new sphere.

We can hold our heads up, and
ay, ** Fellow citizens.”  Avye, the sun even
seems, as it were, to shine brighter, the songs
the birds are more joyous, and we feel like
with an old class-leader, “Thank God !

thank God!”’ Y.

saving,

| ————
Letter from Galveston, Texas,

Gawvesron, April 4th, 1870,
To The Editor of the New Era :

Will you please excuse the liberty I take in
thus addressing vou, Although Ihave notthe
pleasure ofa personal acquaintance with you, 1
address you on the present occasion, as 1 have
no doubt that you will appreciate my motive
for s0 doing.  As you have already bLeen ap-
prised of the fact that our ticket, (the Davis
Republican,) has triumphed in their county by
& small majority, I shall only comment by say-
ing, it was truly a great’victory, all things con-
sidered ; for our oppounents had been marshal-

ing their forces for the conflict for mouths be-
tore, undey the il‘:l‘]t‘l’!"ilip of “‘il)’ and skillful
party tacticians who had never previously ex-
}lr‘l‘i"n-.'t'-i i reverseé of the kind. But the bat-
tie is not always to the strong, nor the race
to the swift. The result, in a great measure,
wias brought about by the vigorous and efficient
efforts of Hon. G.I. Puby, of Galveston county.
Rev. Johoson Reed, and Hon. Richard Nel-
son, all of whom labored most zealously and
ably in the interest of the party in this District

| for several weeks previous to the elcetion ; and,

in my judgment, they deserve well of their
party, and I hope, may be suitably rewarded.
Yours truly,

WiLniaM ANDERSON.
R —

Letter fvom Georgla,

Avausta, Ga., April 12, 1870.
:{’l] ”{g" 1';!‘;" i f:F‘H'H' New !‘.‘FN' s
1

I have Leen the recipient of several copies of
excellent standard paper, and I do
not hesitate a moment in saying that, in its
material importance, it bas eclipsed, and does
eclipse. tho glory of all previous efforts of the
kind, tending to the elevation of the eolored
.pu!:-.vn in and of the United States. [ say,
that the ability with which it grapples with
some of the most gigantic and intricate ques-
tiens of the day, as well as the boldness evinced
with gome of those more delicate problems yet
to be solved in the onward march of the Gov-
ernment toward national perfection, make the
New Era o theological, practical, and, in view
of its foresight, a prophetical production, which
every man, who desires to live a life of mind,
as well as body, in these days of his earthly
pilgrimage, should patronize. I am now en-
gaged iu realizing two ideas—first, in secaring
you at least teu subscribers; and second, in
furnishing you with an occasional correspond-
ence on State affairs, with reference to Geor-
win, the hardest to be eured State on the sick
¥ More auon. J. W. Raxooren,

ALl
———

Letter from JMaryiand.

Cuestertowy, April 16, 1870.
T'o the Editor of the New Era:

A grand Republiean meeting of the colored
citizens of Chestertown, Kent County, Mary-
land, was held in their church on Tuesday even-
ing, April 12th. The meeting was called to
order by William Perkins, and the following
ofiicers were elected : President, Jas. A. Jones,
Ksq.: Vice President, Josiah A. Hughes, Esq.;
Secretary, George U, F. Rogers, Esq.; Assist-
ant Secretary, Alfred Boyer.

Judge I1. L. Bond was introduced and gave
us one of his excellent addresses on education
and lakor, which wus listened to by about five
hundred persons, abont one hundred being
white Republicans and Democrats, who were
all much pleased with the Judge's remarks.

YOour maost

We have several times read of this great day |

The procession was formed under the divee-

music, when the “ jubilee” began in earnest. |

The speaker labored hard to impress upon the

{ minds of his auditors what education and in-
- dustry would do for the colored race, and how
the existing prejudice would in time be can-
His speech was plain and wholesome.
The Judge was followed by Gen, R. Clay Craw-
ford, of Chestertown, and James Wood, Esq.,
of Baltimore, who [lully endorsed the Judge's
views. Yours, respectfully,

l’l'Il"]‘

Gro. C. F. Rocers, Secretary.
Letier from Prince George's, . Maryland.

Norrixcaam Distrier, April 4, 1870,
To the Editor of the Naw Era:
Immed {;;uu liearing of the proclama-
tion of the Secretary of State announcing the
ratillcation of the fifteenth amendment, a meet-
ing of the colorad people was called, which
was responded to by a voting power of several

-4 ]
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William | hundred.

Nottingham District, thank God, by the kind

Band. Orators of the | instruction of Mr. Henry H. Pleiffer, is all

right, and sure to vote a Republican majority.

Mr. Davy Hawkins was called to -the Chair
and Mr. Llewellyn Berryacted as Secretary.

The Committee appointed presented the fol-
lowing resclutions, which were adopted unani-
mously.

Resolved, That we sincerely thank God for
the blessing called the *“fifteenth amendment.”

Licsolved, That President Grant has our un-
feigued thauks, for the many proofs of his
thoughtfulness toward our race.

Resolved, That we acknowledge Gen. O. O.
Howard as the flrst, if not the best friend of
the colored man, and thank him for the teach-
ings of his late letter.

Lesvlved, That Ienry H. Pleiffer will be
gratefully remembered by us, as the colored
man's best friend in our county.

Resolved, That we believe, that the “Nation-
tionzl Executive Committee of Colored Men'’
should send some intelligent man down through
the lower counties of Maryland, to inspire the
colored people with Republican sentiments.

Resolved, That the New  FEra he requested
to publish this in its next issue. And further,

ficsolved, That it is the sincere wish of every
colored heart in our midst, that the paper just

The | mentioned may have along and prosperous
Dr. J. | life.
lowing gentlemen, viz: Col. J. Stencil, Hon. | B. Young read the proclamation, Although I

Davy Hawkixs, President.
LiewenLy~ Berry, Secretary.
-

Vosax Strrrace DEFEATED Ix

|

MassacHu-

Walter Marshall, Fsq. At the close of the ' Vere. He spuké of the past of the colored | 3E773.—The House, after a lengthy debate, on

speeches Col. Patten proposed three cheers for | race in language so feelingly that it reached
the admission of Texas and the fifteenth amend- | the hearts of all, and even some were melted

{ the 20th instaut, rejected by a vote of 133 to
' 68 the proposed amendment to the constitution
‘ enabling women to vote and hold office




